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Abstract:

In 2009, the University will be celebrating its 800th anniversary. As one of the world's leading universities, Cambridge has a reputation that reflects the intellectual achievement of its students and the outstanding work of the academic community of the University and the Colleges. Over the last 800 years, its contribution to the world has ranged from the discovery of the mechanism of blood circulation to the structure of DNA, from the great philosophers of the early 15th Century, to the groundbreaking work of its many Nobel Prize winners. The University will be marking its 800th anniversary with an exciting and varied programme of events. We will be celebrating the ideas, people and achievements from the University that continue to transform and benefit the world and to look forward to future developments. It is also a chance to thank students, staff, alumni and the local community for the contributions they make to the university. In 2009, the University will be celebrating its 800th anniversary. As one of the world's leading universities, Cambridge has a reputation that reflects the intellectual achievement of its students and the outstanding work of the academic community of the University and the Colleges. Over the last 800 years, its contribution to the world has ranged from the discovery of the mechanism of blood circulation to the structure of DNA, from the great philosophers of the early 15th Century, to the groundbreaking work of its many Nobel Prize winners. (Word limit of abstract 350 )
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I. A Brief History of Cambridge University

1. Early Records
When we first come across Cambridge in written records, it was already a considerable town. The bridge across the River Cam or Granta, from which the town took its name, had existed since at least 875. The town was an important trading centre before the Domesday survey was compiled in 1086, by which time a castle stood on the rising ground to the north of the bridge, and there were already substantial commercial and residential properties as well as several churches in the main settlement which lay south of the bridge. 

Within the town, or very close to it, there were a number of other religious institutions. There had been canons in the Church of St Giles below the castle before 1112, when they moved to a new site across the River Cam at Barnwell, and the Convent of St Radegund had existed since 1135 on the site which eventually became Jesus College. There were also two hospitals, one reserved for lepers at Stourbridge, and a second, founded for paupers and dedicated to St John, which after 1200 occupied the site where St John's College now stands. Seventeen miles north of the town was the great Benedictine house of Ely which, after 1109, was the seat of a Bishopric.

2. The University after 1945

This period has seen an accelerated rate of development in almost every direction. The reputation of Cambridge scientists had already been established in the late nineteenth century by Clerk Maxwell and the Darwins among others and was maintained afterwards by J. J. Thomson, Lord Rayleigh and Lord Rutherford. Work done by their pupils and associates during the Second World War greatly increased this reputation and large numbers of students anxious to use the laboratories flocked to the University and to the growing number of government-sponsored institutions established in the town (which was chartered as a city in 1951). University departments and research institutes were established as new areas of study developed, and with them new teaching courses.

Social and cultural activities were not neglected, and in this period a permanent social centre for graduate students and staff - the University Centre - was established with funds provided by the Wolfson Foundation, a purpose-built music school and concert hall was built, again partly from benefactions, the University Library was again extended, the modern art collection of Kettle's Yard was acquired and enlarged, and England's oldest University playhouse, the ADC, opened by the Amateur Dramatic Club in 1855, was leased by the University and refurbished as a centre for undergraduate drama.

3. The future

The University is justly famous for its heritage of scholarship, historic role and magnificent architecture. This heritage supports one of the world's most important centres for teaching and research. The collegiate structure gives a strong sense of community, and the University is determined to remain at the forefront of international scholarship and research.
The University of Cambridge is in the middle of the greatest expansion in its history. Through the generosity of benefactors, the University has been able to create a new science and technology campus to the west of the city centre, and is now looking to expand further to the north west of Cambridge. The arts and humanities have seen dynamic changes in their Sidgwick Site location and expansion in the city centre.

II. How the university works
1. The chancellor
The Chancellor is elected for life by the Senate as the constitutional head of the University. The Chancellor has important statutory duties, supports the day-to-day work of the Vice-Chancellor and the Colleges and advises the University on difficult points at issue.

In modern times, the Chancellor's principal public role has been the conferment of Honorary Degrees at an impressive annual ceremony, but this is only a small aspect of his continuous overall involvement with the University.
The current Chancellor is HRH The Duke of Edinburgh.
2. The Vice-Chancellor
The Vice-Chancellor is the full-time resident head of the University and is its principal academic officer. He or she is elected by Grace of the Regent House on the nomination of the Council, for a period of up to seven years. The office may not be held with the headship of a College or any other University post. The current Vice-Chancellor is Alison Richard.

The Vice-Chancellor provides academic and administrative leadership to the University in relation to its overall mission and the policies established by the Regent House, Council and General Board. He or she represents its members externally and leads development and fundraising campaigns which are vital to the future financial health of the University. The Vice-Chancellor has important ceremonial duties, chairs or appoints deputies to chair most University committees, and serves on many national and international bodies.
There are five Pro-Vice-Chancellors and a number of Deputy Vice-Chancellors to whom specific duties and areas of responsibility are delegated. The Vice-Chancellor has a small personal secretariat who also oversee many aspects of the University's external relations.
III. 800th Anniversary

In 2009, the University will be celebrating its 800th anniversary. As one of the world's leading universities, Cambridge has a reputation that reflects the intellectual achievement of its students and the outstanding work of the academic community of the University and the Colleges. Over the last 800 years, its contribution to the world has ranged from the discovery of the mechanism of blood circulation to the structure of DNA, from the great philosophers of the early 15th Century, to the groundbreaking work of its many Nobel Prize winners.
IV. Mission Statement

The mission of the University of Cambridge is to contribute to society through the pursuit of education, learning, and research at the highest international levels of excellence. (Source from http://www.cam.ac.uk/cambuniv/)
V. Conclusion
Cambridge is a place of excellence in teaching and research, and these linked missions come together most powerfully in graduate study. For this reason alone, it is a particularly important and interesting dimension of the University, deserving careful and creative attention. But there could be no more fitting occasion for turning the spotlight on graduate education than the 40th anniversary of the foundation of Wolfson College, which was specifically established for graduates, and I am most grateful to the President, Gordon Johnson, for giving me the 
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